
G.W. Hewlett High School 
English Department 

Summer Reading 2022 

For Students Entering Grade 9R/H 

For the summer reading assignment, you will be responsible for reading at least one book from 

the Summer Hot Reads list 

*** Please avoid reading any of these assigned texts in the ninth grade curriculum: Animal Farm; 

Anthem; The Catcher in the Rye; Heroes, Gods, and Monsters; Lord of the Flies; Romeo and 

Juliet; Twelve Angry Men; Acceleration; All My Sons; To Kill a Mockingbird 

Parents, please note:  Works of literature may contain mature language or content. However, 
these works have been recommended based on their literary merit and relevant themes. These 
selections have been included in summer reading assignments in well-regarded school districts 
across Long Island. Parents may wish to assist their children in making an appropriate 
selection.  Students may confer with their current teacher in making a selection. 

Assignment: As you read your book, take notes based on the prompts below. Be sure that you 
follow the correct prompts for your type of book (fiction or nonfiction).  On the first day of 
school in September, your teacher will check these notes as a homework assignment. Include a 
proper heading with your name, your teacher’s name, the class, and the date. After teacher-
directed discussions, there will be a writing assignment given in class. 
Reader Response Prompts for Fiction 

1. Give an overall summary of the book: setting, plot, characters, conflicts, etc. 

2. Describe and explain why you would/would not like to have lived in the time or place of the 

story.  

3. Pick a scene in which you disagreed with how a character handled a situation/person and 

rewrite it in the way you think it should have happened.  

4. Who tells the story? Is this the best person to tell it? Why?  

5. How do the main character's actions affect other people in the story?  

6. How does the author provide information or details to make the story seem realistic?  

7. Do you have any unanswered questions about the story? Explain.  

8. Copy an interesting/confusing/important/enjoyable passage and explain why you chose it.  

Reader Response Prompts for Non-fiction 

1. Summarize your book based on the 5W's: Who? What? When? Where? Why? 

2. Copy a short passage that you found to be interesting. Explain what made it interesting for 
you.  
3. Explain some of the things that you have learned from your reading that you are not likely to 
forget in the near future.  
4. Write to inform us about the author. What other articles and/or books has the author 
written? Is he/she one of your favorite authors, and if so, why?  
 
5. What ideas might you have for turning this work of nonfiction into a work of fiction? Give a 
brief summary of what your story might be like.  



Hot Reads  

Copies of these books are available in the school library; sign one out! OR, sign-in to CLASSLINK and click on 

Library Resources. In Library Resources, click on Overdrive Sora. Go to the search bar and type in the book. It will 

come up and all you have to do is click the check-out button. Additional copies will be available at the public library.  

  

1. What My Mother Doesn’t Know by Sonya Sones 

This is a novel in verse. The free verse novel follows ninth-grader Sophie Stein as she struggles 

through the daily grind of being a freshman in high school, her romantic crushes and family 

life. 

2. A Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds 

 

This is New York Times bestseller Jason Reynolds’s fiercely stunning novel that takes place in 

sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to decide whether or not he’s going to murder 

the guy who killed his brother. 

 

 

3. Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds 

This story was going to begin like all the best stories. With a school bus falling from the sky. 

But no one saw it happen. They were all too busy— 

Talking about boogers. Stealing pocket change. Skateboarding. Wiping out. Braving up. 

Executing complicated handshakes. Planning an escape. Making jokes. Lotioning up. 

Finding comfort. But mostly, too busy walking home. 

Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what happens after the dismissal 

bell rings, and brilliantly weaves them into one wickedly funny, piercingly poignant look at 

the detours we face on the walk home, and in life. 

 

 

 



 

4. One of Us is Lying- The Breakfast Club meets Pretty Little Liars, One of Us Is Lying is the 

story of what happens when five strangers walk into detention and only four walk out alive. 

Everyone is a suspect, and everyone has something to hide. 

5. One of Us is Next-A ton of copycat gossip apps have popped up since Simon died, but 

in the year since the Bayview four were cleared of his shocking death, no one's been able 

to fill the gossip void quite like he could. The problem is no one has the facts.Until now.This 

time it's not an app, though—it's a game. Truth or Dare. Phoebe's the first target. If you 

choose not to play, it's a truth. And hers is dark. Then comes Maeve and she should know 

better—always choose the dare. But by the time Knox is about to be tagged, things have 

gotten dangerous. The dares have become deadly, and if Maeve learned anything from 

Bronwyn last year, it's that they can't count on the police for help. Or protection. Simon's 

gone, but someone's determined to keep his legacy at Bayview High alive. And this time, 

there's a whole new set of rules.  

 

6. Two Can Keep a Secret (sequel to One of Us Is Lying) -Echo Ridge is small-town 

America. Ellery's never been there, but she's heard all about it. Her aunt went missing there 

at age seventeen. And only five years ago, a homecoming queen put the town on the 

map when she was killed. Now Ellery has to move there to live with a grandmother she 

barely knows. The town is picture-perfect, but it's hiding secrets. And before school even 

begins for Ellery, someone's declared open season on homecoming, promising to make it as 

dangerous as it was five years ago. Then, almost as if to prove it, another girl goes missing. 

Ellery knows all about secrets. Her mother has them; her grandmother does too. And the 

longer she's in Echo Ridge, the clearer it becomes that everyone there is hiding something. 

The thing is, secrets are dangerous--and most people aren't good at keeping them. Which is 

why in Echo Ridge, it's safest to keep your secrets to yourself. 

 

7. The Crossover- by Kwame Alexander  

"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all 

that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. 

He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than 

basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast 

and furious novel of family and brotherhood. 

Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize 

breaking the rules comes at a terrible price. 

 

 



 

 

8. Solo  by Kwame Alexander 

Blade never asked for a life of the rich and famous. In fact, he’d give anything not to be the 

son of Rutherford Morrison, a washed-up rock star and drug addict with delusions of a 

comeback. Or to no longer be part of a family known most for lost potential, failure, and 

tragedy. The one true light is his girlfriend, Chapel, but her parents have forbidden their 

relationship, assuming—like many—that Blade will become just like his father. 

In reality, the only thing Blade has in common with Rutherford is the music that lives inside 

them. But not even the songs that flow through Blade’s soul are enough when he’s faced 

with two unimaginable realities: the threat of losing Chapel forever, and the revelation of a 

long-held family secret, one that leaves him questioning everything he thought was true. All 

that remains is a letter and a ticket to Ghana—both of which could bring Blade the 

freedom and love he’s been searching for, or leave him feeling even more adrift.  

 

9. Craven Manor by Darcy Coates 

Daniel is desperate for a job. When someone slides a note under his door offering him the 

groundskeeper’s position at an old estate, it seems too good to be true. 

Alarm bells start ringing when he arrives at Craven Manor. The mansion’s front door hangs 

open, and leaves and cobwebs coat the marble foyer. It’s clear no one has lived there in a 

long time. 

 

 

10. The Scythe Book #1 (From The Arc of the Scythe Series) by Neal Schusterman 

A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery. Humanity has conquered all those 

things, and has even conquered death. Now scythes are the only ones who can end life—

and they are commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population under 

control. Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither wants. 

These teens must master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure 

could mean losing their own.  

 

 

 



  

11. Lies My Teacher Told Me (young reader’s version) by James Loewen 

Americans have lost touch with their history, and in Lies My Teacher Told Me Professor James 

Loewen shows why. After surveying eighteen leading high school American history texts, he 

has concluded that not one does a decent job of making history interesting or memorable. 

Marred by an embarrassing combination of blind patriotism, mindless optimism, sheer 

misinformation, and outright lies, these books omit almost all the ambiguity, passion, conflict, 

and drama from our past. 

In this revised edition, packed with updated material, Loewen explores how historical myths 

continue to be perpetuated in today's climate and adds an eye-opening chapter on the lies 

surrounding 9/11 and the Iraq War. From the truth about Columbus's historic voyages to an 

honest evaluation of our national leaders, Loewen revives our history, restoring the vitality 

and relevance it truly possesses. 

12. Hey Kiddo- by Jarrett J. Krosoczka 

In kindergarten, Jarrett Krosoczka's teacher asks him to draw his family, with a mommy and a 

daddy. But Jarrett's family is much more complicated than that. His mom is an addict, in and 

out of rehab, and in and out of Jarrett's life. His father is a mystery -- Jarrett doesn't know 

where to find him, or even what his name is. Jarrett lives with his grandparents -- two very 

loud, very loving, very opinionated people who had thought they were through with raising 

children until Jarrett came along. 

Jarrett goes through his childhood trying to make his non-normal life as normal as possible, 

finding a way to express himself through drawing even while so little is being said to him 

about what's going on. Only as a teenager can Jarrett begin to piece together the truth of 

his family, reckoning with his mother and tracking down his father. 

Hey, Kiddo is a profoundly important memoir about growing up in a family grappling with 

addiction, and finding the art that helps you survive. 

 

 

 



 

13. Anger is a Gift by Mark Oshiro  

Six years ago, Moss Jefferies' father was murdered by an Oakland police officer. Along with 

losing a parent, the media's vilification of his father and lack of accountability has left Moss 

with near crippling panic attacks. 

Now, in his sophomore year of high school, Moss and his fellow classmates find themselves 

increasingly treated like criminals by their own school. New rules. Random locker searches. 

Constant intimidation and Oakland Police Department stationed in their halls. Despite their 

youth, the students decide to organize and push back against the administration. 

When tensions hit a fever pitch and tragedy strikes, Moss must face a difficult choice: give in 

to fear and hate or realize that anger can actually be a gift. 

14. With the Fire on High by Elizabeth Acevedo  

With her daughter to care for and her abuela to help support, high school senior Emoni 

Santiago has to make the tough decisions, and do what must be done. The one place she 

can let her responsibilities go is in the kitchen, where she adds a little something magical to 

everything she cooks, turning her food into straight-up goodness. Still, she knows she doesn’t 

have enough time for her school’s new culinary arts class, doesn’t have the money for the 

class’s trip to Spain — and shouldn’t still be dreaming of someday working in a real kitchen. 

But even with all the rules she has for her life — and all the rules everyone expects her to 

play by — once Emoni starts cooking, her only real choice is to let her talent break free. 

15. Jackpot- By Nik Stone 

Meet Rico: high school senior and afternoon-shift cashier at the Gas 'n' Go, who after school 

and work races home to take care of her younger brother. Every. Single. Day. When Rico 

sells a jackpot-winning lotto ticket, she thinks maybe her luck will finally change, but only if 

she--with some assistance from her popular and wildly rich classmate Zan--can find the ticket 

holder who hasn't claimed the prize. But what happens when have and have-nots collide? 

Will this investigative duo unite...or divide 

 

 

 



 

16. Dear Martin By Nik Stone  

Justyce McAllister is top of his class and set for the Ivy League—but none of that matters to 

the police officer who just put him in handcuffs. And despite leaving his rough neighborhood 

behind, he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates. 

Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up 

anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out.Then comes the day Justyce goes driving 

with his best friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned up—way up, sparking the 

fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are 

caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack. 

 

17. Allegedly by Tiffany Jackson 

 

Allegedly. She didn’t say much in that first interview with detectives, and the media filled in 

the only blanks that mattered: A white baby had died while under the care of a 

churchgoing black woman and her nine-year-old daughter. The public convicted Mary 

and the jury made it official. But did she do it? She wouldn’t say. 

Mary survived six years in baby jail before being dumped in a group home. The house isn’t 

really “home”—no place where you fear for your life can be considered a home. Home is 

Ted, who she meets on assignment at a nursing home. 

There wasn’t a point to setting the record straight before, but now she’s got Ted—and their 

unborn child—to think about. When the state threatens to take her baby, Mary must find 

the voice to fight her past. And her fate lies in the hands of the one person she distrusts the 

most: her Momma. No one knows the real Momma. But who really knows the real Mary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

18. The Bridge Home by Padma Venkatraman 

When Viji and her sister, Rukku, whose developmental disability makes her overly trusting 

and vulnerable to the perils of the world, run away to live on their own, the situation could 

not be more grim. Life on the streets of the teeming city of Chennai is harsh for girls 

considered outcasts, but the sisters manage to find shelter on an abandoned bridge. There 

they befriend Muthi and Arul, two boys in a similar predicament, and the four children 

bond together and form a family of sorts. Viji starts working with the boys scavenging in 

trash heaps while Rukku makes bead necklaces, and they buy food with what little money 

they earn. They are often hungry and scared but they have each other--and Kutti, the best 

dog ever. When the kids are forced from their safe haven on the bridge, they take shelter 

in a graveyard. But it is now the rainy season and they are plagued by mosquitos, and 

Rukku and Muthu fall ill. As their symptoms worsen, Viji and Arul must decide whether to risk 

going for help--when most adults in their lives have proven themselves untrustworthy--or to 

continue holding on to their fragile, hard-fought freedom. 

19. Lies You Never Told Me by Jennifer Donaldson 

Gabe and Elyse have never met. But they both have something to hide. 

Quiet, shy Elyse can't believe it when she's cast as the lead in her Portland high school's 

production of Romeo and Juliet. Her best friend, Brynn, is usually the star, and Elyse isn't sure 

she's up to the task. But when someone at rehearsals starts to catch her eye--someone she 

knows she absolutely shouldn't be with--she can't help but be pulled into the spotlight. 

Austin native Gabe is contemplating the unthinkable--breaking up with Sasha, his 

headstrong, popular girlfriend. She's not going to let him slip through her fingers, though, 

and when rumors start to circulate around school, he knows she has the power to change 

his life forever. Gabe and Elyse both make the mistake of falling for the wrong person, and 

falling hard. Told in parallel narratives, this twisty, shocking story shows how one bad choice 

can lead to a spiral of unforeseen consequences that not everyone will survive. 

 

20. Other Words for Home- by Jasmine Warga  

Jude never thought she’d be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all the 

way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, 

Jude and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives. 

At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American movies that Jude 

has always loved haven’t quite prepared her for starting school in the US—and her new 

label of “Middle Eastern,” an identity she’s never known before. But this life also brings 

unexpected surprises—there are new friends, a whole new family, and a school musical that 

Jude might just try out for. Maybe America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she 

really is. 



 

 

21. A Very Large Expanse of Sea by Tahereh Mafi  

It’s 2002, a year after 9/11. It’s an extremely turbulent time politically, but especially so for 

someone like Shirin, a sixteen-year-old Muslim girl who’s tired of being stereotyped. 

Shirin is never surprised by how horrible people can be. She’s tired of the rude stares, the 

degrading comments—even the physical violence—she endures as a result of her race, her 

religion, and the hijab she wears every day. So she’s built up protective walls and refuses to 

let anyone close enough to hurt her. Instead, she drowns her frustrations in music and 

spends her afternoons break-dancing with her brother. 

But then she meets Ocean James. He’s the first person in forever who really seems to want 

to get to know Shirin. It terrifies her—they seem to come from two irreconcilable worlds—

and Shirin has had her guard up for so long that she’s not sure she’ll ever be able to let it 

down. 

 

22.  The Prince and the Dressmaker by Jen Wang 

Paris, at the dawn of the modern age: 

Prince Sebastian is looking for a bride―or rather, his parents are looking for one for him. 

Sebastian is too busy hiding his secret life from everyone. At night he puts on daring dresses 

and takes Paris by storm as the fabulous Lady Crystallia―the hottest fashion icon in the world 

capital of fashion! Sebastian’s secret weapon (and best friend) is the brilliant dressmaker 

Frances―one of only two people who know the truth: sometimes this boy wears dresses. But 

Frances dreams of greatness, and being someone’s secret weapon means being a secret. 

Forever. How long can Frances defer her dreams to protect a friend? Jen Wang weaves an 

exuberantly romantic tale of identity, young love, art, and family. A fairy tale for any age, 

The Prince and the Dressmaker will steal your heart. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

23. Barely Missing Everything by Matt Mendez 

In the tradition of Jason Reynolds and Matt de la Peña, this heartbreaking, no-holds-barred 

debut novel told from three points of view explores how difficult it is to make it in life when 

you—your life, brown lives—don’t matter. 

Juan has plans. He’s going to get out of El Paso, Texas, on a basketball scholarship and 

make something of himself—or at least find something better than his mom Fabi’s cruddy 

apartment, her string of loser boyfriends, and a dead dad. Basketball is going to be his 

ticket out, his ticket up. He just needs to make it happen. 

His best friend JD has plans, too. He’s going to be a filmmaker one day, like Quinten 

Tarantino or Guillermo del Toro (NOT Steven Spielberg). He’s got a camera and he’s got 

passion—what else could he need? Fabi doesn’t have a plan anymore. When you get 

pregnant at sixteen and have been stuck bartending to make ends meet for the past 

seventeen years, you realize plans don’t always pan out, and that there some things you 

just can’t plan for… 

Like Juan’s run-in with the police, like a sprained ankle, and a tanking math grade that will 

likely ruin his chance at a scholarship. Like JD causing the implosion of his family. Like letters 

from a man named Mando on death row. Like finding out this man could be the father your 

mother said was dead. 

Soon Juan and JD are embarking on a Thelma and Louise–like road trip to visit Mando. 

Juan will finally meet his dad, JD has a perfect subject for his documentary, and Fabi is 

desperate to stop them. But, as we already know, there are some things you just can’t plan 

for… 

 

 

24.  American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang 

All Jin Wang wants is to fit in. When his family moves to a new neighborhood, he suddenly 

finds that he's the only Chinese American student at his school. Jocks and bullies pick on 

him constantly, and he has hardly any friends. Then, to make matters worse, he falls in love 

with an all-American girl... 

Born to rule over all the monkeys in the world, the story of the Monkey King is one of the 

oldest and greatest Chinese fables. Adored by his subjects, master of the arts of kung-fu, he 

is the most powerful monkey on earth. But the Monkey King doesn't want to be a monkey. 

He wants to be hailed as a god... 

Chin-Kee is the ultimate negative Chinese stereotype, and he's ruining his cousin Danny's 

life. Danny's a popular kid at school, but every year Chin-Kee comes to visit, and every year 

Danny has to transfer to a new school to escape the shame. This year, though, things 

quickly go from bad to worse... 



These three apparently unrelated tales come together with an unexpected twist, in a 

modern fable that is hilarious, poignant and action-packed. American Born Chinese is an 

amazing rise, all the way up to the astonishing climax--and confirms what a growing number 

of readers already know: Gene Yang is a major talent.  

 

 

 

 

 

25. Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up With Me- by Rosemary Valero-O’Connell 

All Freddy Riley wants is for Laura Dean to stop breaking up with her. 

The day they got together was the best one of Freddy's life, but nothing's made sense since. 

Laura Dean is popular, funny, and SO CUTE ... but she can be really thoughtless, even mean. 

Their on-again, off-again relationship has Freddy's head spinning — and Freddy's friends 

can't understand why she keeps going back. 

 

When Freddy consults the services of a local mystic, the mysterious Seek-Her, she isn't thrilled 

with the advice she receives. But something's got to give: Freddy's heart is breaking in slow 

motion, and she may be about to lose her very best friend as well as her last shred of self-

respect. Fortunately for Freddy, there are new friends, and the insight of advice columnist 

Anna Vice, to help her through being a teenager in love. 

 

 

26. It’s Trevor Noah: Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood 

The host of The Daily Show, Trevor Noah, tells the story of growing up half black, half 

white in South Africa under and after apartheid in this young readers' adaptation of his 

bestselling adult memoir Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood. 

Trevor Noah shares his story of growing up in South Africa, with a black South African 

mother and a white European father at a time when it was against the law for a 

mixed-race child like him to exist. But he did exist--and from the beginning, the often-

misbehaved Trevor used his smarts and humor to navigate a harsh life under a racist 

government. 



 

 

27. A Home on the Field by Paul Cuadros 

 A Home on the Field is about faith, loyalty, and trust. It is a parable in the tradition of 

Stand and Deliver and Hoosiers—a story of one team and their accidental coach who 

became certain heroes to the whole community. 

28. Falling Through the Earth: A Memoir by Danielle Trussoni 

A daughter's unforgettable memoir of her wild and haunted father, a man whose war 

never really ended. From her charismatic father, Danielle Trussoni learned how to rock 

and roll, outrun the police, and never shy away from a fight. Spending hour upon hour 

trailing him around the bars and honky-tonks of La Crosse, Wisconsin, young Danielle 

grew up fascinated by stories of her dad's adventures as a tunnel rat in Vietnam, 

where he'd risked his life crawling head first into narrow passageways to search for 

American POWs. 

29. Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay 

Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten year-old girl, is brutally arrested with her family by the 

French police in the Vel’ d’Hiv’ roundup, but not before she locks her younger brother 

in a cupboard in the family's apartment, thinking that she will be back within a few 

hours. 

Paris, May 2002: On Vel’ d’Hiv’s 60th anniversary, journalist Julia Jarmond is asked to 

write an article about this black day in France's past. Through her contemporary 

investigation, she stumbles onto a trail of long-hidden family secrets that connect her 

to Sarah. 

 

 

 

 



 

31. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon 

A bestselling modern classic—both poignant and funny—about a boy with autism who 

sets out to solve the murder of a neighbor's dog and discovers unexpected truths 

about himself and the world. 

32. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor 

Southern tobacco farmer who worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her 

cells—taken without her knowledge—became one of the most important tools in 

medicine: The first “immortal” human cells grown in culture, which are still alive today, 

though she has been dead for more than sixty years. 

33. The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 

Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous – it is 

the story of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for herself who and 

what she will become. Few other books in our time have touched so many readers. 

34. The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier 

A surreal portrait of an all-boys prep school and its hierarchy. A new student must 

submit to the bizarre rituals of his peers and the expectations of the school's 

administration by selling chocolates.  

35. Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse 

Out of the Dust tells the story of a girl named Billie Jo, who struggles to help her family 

survive the dust-bowl years of the Depression. This gripping story, written in sparse first-

person, free-verse poems, tells of Billie Jo's stoic courage, as she learns to cope with 

the loss of her mother and her grieving father's slow deterioration.  

 


